
The translocation or introduction of non-
native species to a habitat is posing a serious 
threat to the continuing health of our marine 
habitats and ecosystems.

Not all species will survive in their new 
habitats but introduced species have the 
potential to establish breeding populations, 
which will compete for food and shelter 
with our native species. This competition 
can devastate the native species, upsetting 
the natural balance of the ecosystem. This 
unbalance can have implications for the 
marine environment in the area and any 
industry that relies on these stocks.

Non-native species can be introduced into 
the marine environment through a number of 
different ways.

Ships

•	 Ballast water of large ships. The ships will 
pick up water (which may contain marine 
organisms) in one port and release it into 
another port often great distances apart.

•	 Attached to the hull of vessels e.g. 
barnacles and other animals that can cling 
tightly to hard substrates.

Humans

•	 Deliberate introduction from humans.

•	 Unintentional escapee from aquaculture 
sites. 

Packaging

•	 Through unintended translocation in 
packaging of other products such as 
water, ice or the packing material itself, 
which may be seaweed or algae. 

Humans are the biggest cause for concern. 
We have the ability to transport fish great 
distances and place them in waterways, 
which they would never reach naturally.

Humans usually do not intentionally 
translocate species. It can be as simple as 
releasing aquarium fish that they no longer 
want into a local creek or pond. Introduction 
may occur through the release of fertilised 
eggs, larvae, juveniles or adults.

The most effective way to prevent further 
translocation of non-native species is through 
education. Early detection and monitoring 
of introduced species are vital tools in 
eliminating and controlling further spread of 
these aquatic invaders. 

Introduced species don’t just affect our 
marine and aquatic environment. There are 
many species introduced to our terrestrial 
environments including coastal dune systems 
such as weeds and rabbits.

For further information about introduced 
marine pests and what we can do to help, 
make sure you read:  
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Beachcombers Education Kit, more resources like this can be found at – beachcombers-kit.fish.wa.gov.au 
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