Exploring Perth’s
Coastal Diversity

Marine conservation areas
play an important part in
conserving marine ecology and
protecting biodiversity.

Lancelin
Island Lagoon Fish
Habitat Protection Area

Lancelin

Lancelin Island Lagoon has a
remarkable diversity for such a small area.
Within the lagoon, many different habitats
exist, including coral and limestone reefs,
sandy bottom and seagrass beds. Over
200 species of flora and fauna have
been identified within the area. The
Fish Habitat Protection Area was
created because the environment
was under threat due to the easy
access to the lagoon and high
level of fishing pressure.
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Marmion
Marine Park

Two Rocks

Marmion Marine Park
was Western Australia’s
first marine park, declared on
13 March 1987. It is home to a
diverse range of marine life, which inhabit
the many limestone reefs, shallow lagoons
and small islands. The Marine Park also
provides important habitat for seabirds
and marine mammals, including
bottlenose dolphins, Australian
sea lions and the migrating
humpback whale.
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Waterman’s Reef
Observation Area

Mindarie

Adjacent to the original Western
Australian Marine Research
Laboratories, the Waterman’s Reef
Observation Area was created in 1969 to
ensure a representative collection of marine
plants and animals was kept in a condition as
close as possible to its original state.
Now located within the Marmion
Marine Park, only line fishing
is permitted from the
shore – all other reef
life is protected.

Rottnest Island
Marine Reserve
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Positioned within the
path of the Leeuwin Current,
Rottnest Island Marine Reserve
has about 360 species of fishes.
The majority of these are temperate
and cool water, however about 140 are
small tropical fishes. The reefs around
Rottnest also support at least 25
species of tropical hard corals
– some of the southernmost
corals in Australia.
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Cottesloe
Reef Fish Habitat
Protection Area

Rockingham

Shoalwater
Islands Marine Park
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The Shoalwater Islands
Marine Park aims to protect
the diversity of marine life found
on the submerged reefs within
the park, as well as the extensive
seagrass beds that provide important
nursery areas for juvenile fish. The
Marine Park also provides important
habitat for bottlenose dolphins, and the
limestone islands are used as a resting
area for Australian sea lions and by
breeding colonies of sea birds,
including the little penguin.

The Cottesloe Reef Fish Habitat
Protection Area was created in
recognition of the popularity of the reef
ecosystem and its vulnerability to increasing
human impacts. The Fish Habitat Protection
Area provides habitat and shelter for a
wide variety of marine life, including fish,
shellfish, crustaceans, common
seadragons and the rare
leafy seadragon.
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For more information about
marine conservation areas contact:
Ph
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Marine Parks
Department of Parks and Wildlife –
www.dpaw.wa.gov.au
Fish Habitat Protection Areas
Department of Fisheries – www.fish.wa.gov.au
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Department of
Primary Industries and
Regional Development

Rottnest Island Marine Reserve
Rottnest Island Authority – www.rottnestisland.com
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